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Highlights from our event host
Polymer Sourcing & Distribution has been specifically created for companies 
involved at every stage of the European polymer supply chain and reviews 
global trends in sourcing, logistics and distribution of polymers and their 
feedstock and how these impact on the plastics industry.

Rhian O’Connor
Senior Consultant
AMI

AMI hosted its 15th Polymer Sourcing and Distribution conference in Hamburg from 4-6 October. The event was 
an opportunity for distributors, polymer producers and other industry professionals to network and hear about the 
latest developments in the industry. After more than a year of delays, the event was very successful with over 90 
attendees, representing more than 30 distribution companies.

The focus of the event was on how successful the distribution business is currently. Challenges include very tight 
supply, strong demand, logistics barriers and pricing fluctuations. Covid-19 and Brexit have not helped these 
factors. However, most of the industry see these as opportunities: to access new customers and provide product 
where traditional European suppliers cannot.

One key area mentioned in a number of presentations was Eastern Europe. We were lucky enough to have 
Biesterfeld report to us from Russia, on the strong opportunities in that market. Imports make up an increasing part 
of the industry. European plants are old, small and seeing limited investment. Distributors can be a key partner in 
the sales process for these imports, helping not only with customer relationships but also with logistics, technology 
and registration requirements. SIBUR highlighted their success in importing polyolefins from Russia into Europe, 
with logistics advantages over some other importers.

Logistics were never far from people’s thoughts. We saw some interesting takes on the difficulties with global 
transport via container ship and local transport via road. Both are suffering from shortages of key workers and 
increased legislation and control. Vinmar reminded us that distributors need to think local yet global when it comes 
to sourcing product. New legislation introduced by the EU from February 2022 should exacerbate the shortage of 
truck drivers in Europe, according to European logistics company Bertschi. Rail or multi-modal transit may be some 
of the answer. 

There were also two key megatrends highlighted: sustainability and digitisation. Sustainability is never far 
from people’s minds. Producers highlighted their key role in introducing more sustainable polymers. However, 
distributors and traders also have an important part in sourcing recyclate and ensuring the right product reaches 
the right customers. A number of speakers highlighted the difficulty in tracking and certifying more sustainable 
product. A couple of presenters showed different approaches for digital platforms for plastics. While the customer 
relationship remains important, millennials may be more comfortable than older generations transacting digitally. 
This could go hand in hand with greater sustainability as the recyclate market is far more fragmented and ill-defined 
than the virgin polymer industry.

As well as the presentations there were a number of opportunities to network, including a stunning dinner at 
the Anglo-German club in Hamburg, a drinks reception, two lunches and numerous coffee breaks. Participants 
mentioned the ease of doing business in a live forum vs online.

We have to thank key sponsor Biesterfeld as well as Nexeo and Plasticfinders for their support with the event.

The next Polymer Distribution and Sourcing Conference will be 28-30 June 2022 at Le Meridien Hotel in Hamburg. 
We already have a number of interesting speakers lined up, and booking is now open for the event.

https://www.ami-events.com/Bx5w4z?RefId=Post_event_book


Great opportunity to meet people from the polymer market 
to have an exchange about up to the minute insights & 
developments.”

 
Business Development Manager Medical, Ultrapolymers
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Expert  
speakers

17

Countries 
represented

18

 
Of attendees were 

distributors

47%

Hours of networking

11

Attending companies included:

A.S.P. S.p.A. • Albis • Ascend Performance Materials SRL • 

Augusto Guimaraes & Irmao • Axia Plastics Europe • B. Bigler 

• Beaulieu International Group • Bertschi • Biesterfeld Plastic • 

Bruj International • Circular In Motion • Circularise • Dolder AG • 

Elix Polymers • Explast • Febo • Flex Polymers • Gheys • Guzman 

Global • Ineos Styrolution • Interpolimeri • Interplastics S.R.O. • 

IPL Global • Korporacja KGL S.A. • Montachem International Inc. 

• NCT Group • Nexeo Solutions • Plasticfinder • Plastribution 

• Polymer Marketplace • Polymix • PRS Return System/ Pooling 

Partners • Sibur International • Snetor • Ter Chemicals Distribution 

Group • Total Petrochemicals & Refining • Ultrapolymers Group • 

Vinmar International



www.ami.international/events

Rhian O’Connor 
Senior Consultant

AMI

Johannes Musseleck
Head of Global Sustainability

Ineos Styrolution Group

Ricardo Levy
Global Vice President Plastics 

Distribution
Vinmar International

Mark Winkler
Team Leader Europe & Americas

Sibur International

Tony Daponte
Business Development Manager

Interpolimeri 

Manfred Zulauf
MD Business Unit Dry-Bulk

Bertschi AG
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• Digitalization

• Recycled Polymers

• Logistics disruptions

• Engineering polymers

• Distribution market

• Polyolefin trends

Key topics covered at this event: 



Disruptive forces, challenges 
and opportunities in global 
polymer sourcing & distribution
The polymer sourcing industry is facing some tough challenges with 
disruption of supply and logistics challenges.

GLOBAL EVENTS 
 
Stay connected with your industry sector by joining us at one of our global events

See the full list of events on our websiteNote: Information correct at time of publishing.

Your definitive resource for polymer distribution  
data in the European plastics industry
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MARKET INTELLIGENCE

Report:
• Polymer Distribution in Europe 2021 

Database:
• Polymer Distributors in Europe 2021 

Click here to find out more
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Helping you make new  
connections and grow your business 
AMI is the leading provider of events and market intelligence for the global plastics industry. We have been 
organising conferences focused on more than 50 specific polymer markets and technologies for more than 
30 years. Our business is underpinned by our talented people, their expert understanding of the industry, 
and our comprehensive and detailed databases.

Leverage the constant contact that we have with the industry from on-going market research, regular 
magazines, and our growing portfolio of events.

Five ways AMI can help grow your business

Contact Us
Maud Holbrook 
Conference Portfolio Manager

T/ +44 117 314 8111       
E/ maud.holbrook@ami.international 

www.ami.international/events

1. Improve your strategic decision making

Make informed strategic decisions for your business 
with our market reports. The reports will give you a 
greater understanding of global market trends and 
help you identify and quantify opportunities and risks.  
Find out more here

2. Identify new customers

Make your sales teams more effective and grow 
revenue from new customers. Our databases provide 
comprehensive, targeted, and up-to-date lists of 
potential clients for your company.  
Find out more here

3. Build better contacts

Make new contacts and network with key players 
in a specific sector. Our international conferences 
and virtual events attract high-level international 
audiences from throughout the supply chain with a 
clear interest in the events’ focused themes. 
Find out more here

4. Promote your brand, products and services

Our digital magazines provide a cost-effective way to 
promote your brand, products, and services to your 
target audience. They are distributed to over 90,000 
plastics industry professionals globally. 
Find out more here

5. Source new technologies and applications

Our international exhibitions allow you to source the 
very latest materials and process innovations in a 
face-to-face environment. Taking place in Germany 
and North America, these events attract thousands 
of visitors from across the compounding, extrusion, 
recycling and polymer testing industries. 
Find out more here

https://www.ami.international/cons
https://www.ami.international/pubs
https://www.ami.international/events/upcoming
https://www.ami.international/mags
https://www.ami.international/exhibitions

