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Polymer demand in NAFTA is the first edition in a series 
of data reports from AMI Consulting. Each report draws 
on AMI Consulting’s unique, in-depth knowledge and 
understanding of the downstream plastics processing value 
chain to provide unrivalled detail in quantifying the volume 
of polymer materials used across all major plastics processing 
technologies on a country-by-country basis.

This is backed up by underlying economic data and polymer 
capacity and production data to provide a complete current 
statistical dataset (for 2016, 2017 and 2018) for each country 
with future forecasts to 2022. 

The polymer markets of the NAFTA region range from the 
USA, the world’s second largest market with a sophisticated, 
well developed but increasingly mature plastics processing 
industry to the rapidly developing market of Mexico. 
An abundance of natural resources, a well-developed 
infrastructure and high levels of productivity support the 
region’s growth and continue to encourage investment. Low 
energy costs have enabled manufacturing industries to thrive 
with the region increasingly fighting off competition from 
other parts of the world and creating growing demand for 
polymer materials across a wide range of industries.

Changes to corporate tax laws and the resurgence of large 
industries and infrastructure projects present an opportunity 
for producers and investors to participate in this market and 
reap the benefit of future growth. Momentum is building in 
key markets within manufacturing and economic conditions 
are increasingly favourable to drive further growth for polymer 
materials in the NAFTA nations. Those that understand this 
market will be able to capitalise on the growth potential being 
seen in various polymer markets.

AMI Consulting’s new report, the first of its kind for NAFTA, 
provides a detailed statistical analysis of where demand 
is currently occurring and the nature of processing that is 
carried out there, with an assessment of where the growth 
opportunities are likely to arise.

What this report 
will give you
The report provides a complete, 
consistent statistical dataset for polymer 
consumption by polymer, by process 
and by country. Key highlights of the 
nature of the demand by each polymer, 
process and country is also given.

Polymers covered

Commodity polymers: LDPE, LLDPE, 
HDPE, PP, PVC, PS, EPS, PET

Engineering polymers: ABS/SAN, PA, 
PC, POM, PBT, PMMA

Processing technologies 
covered

Film extrusion, pipe/profile extrusion, 
sheet extrusion, injection moulding, 
blow moulding, fibre extrusion, other 
processes (including rotomoulding, 
cable extrusion).

Geographic coverage

The report covers NAFTA with data 
reported for the following individual 
countries:

USA, Canada, and Mexico.  

Years covered

The report provides data for the 
following years: 2016, 2017, 2018  
with five-year forecasts for the period  
2017-2022.

Data covered

All data is reported in tonnes/
thousand metric tonnes and million 
lbs.
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Australia  
Economic Indicators  

Indicator 
2016 Population (million) 24.4 Polymer Consumption (000) tonnes 993.6 Per Capita (kg/head) 40.9 GDP (USD billion) 1,256.64 GDP per capita (USD) 51,592.91 GDP Growth (% annual change) 2.87% Consumer Inflation % 1.48%  

Headlines 
• Total polymer demand in Australia in 2016 was 993,600 tonnes, accounting for 0.7% of total demand in 

Asia.   
 

• Due to the geographic location of Australia, namely its proximity to the cheap manufacturing hub of 
South East Asia, growth is slow as importing products from Asia increasingly become more cost effective 
then domestic production. 
 

• The automotive industry in Australia has been hard hit, with the closure of Ford’s plant in October 2016 
and the announced closures of the Holden and Toyota plants in 2017, bringing nearly 90 years of car 
manufacturing in Australia to an end.  This has incurred a decline in the use of ETPs in the country.    

• Domestic polymer capacities have also reduced with the recent closures of Lyondell Basell’s 170,000 
tonne PP plant in 2013 and Australian Vinyls Corp Ltd’s 140,000 tonne PVC plant in 2015.    

• Australia does however currently maintain capacities for PP, LDPE, HDPE, LLDPE, PET and ABS.  Exports 
are mainly to Indonesia and New Zealand.    

• Building and infrastructure is the largest end use application for plastics in Australia, due to the size and 
shape of the products, transit from overseas becomes uneconomical.   

• Future growth is expected to remain low over the next five years at 1.4%/year to 2021.  The maturity of 
the market along with regionally high wage and energy costs, are increasingly seeing market share go 
to Indonesia and Vietnam where the cost of importing finished goods is cheaper than domestic 
production. 
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Demand for PET by process and application 

Units: 000 Tonnes 
2015 2016 2017 2021 

CAGR 

15-16 

CAGR 

16-17 

CAGR 

16-21 

Film Extrusion 
2,443.0 2,594.6 2,742.2 3,417.5 6.2% 5.7% 5.7% 

Sheet Extrusion 
1,512.6 1,584.5 1,667.1 2,035.0 4.8% 5.2% 5.1% 

Injection Moulding 6,169.4 6,474.7 6,810.0 8,230.1 4.9% 5.2% 4.9% 

TOTAL 
10,125.0 10,653.8 11,219.3 13,682.6 5.2% 5.3% 5.1% 

 
 

 
 

 

Rigid consumer 

packaging

82%

Others
18%

END USE APPLICATIONS FOR PET IN ASIA 2016

©AMI, 2017
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• Demand for flexible tubing applications in agriculture are mainly met by PE and PVC and the automotive 

industry is dominated by PA and ABS.   
• Future growth is reflected in the expectation that building and infrastructure projects will continue 

being driven by national governments and private investors in the region.  Therefore, pipes and tubes 
are forecast growth of 3.2%/year to 2021 and profiles 4.3%/year to 2021.   

 

Polymer demand for pipe extrusion 

Units: 000 Tonnes 2015 2016 2017 2021 
CAGR 
15-16 

CAGR 
16-17 

CAGR 
16-21 

LDPE 134.4 137.7 140.8 163.3 2.5% 2.2% 3.5% 
LLDPE 67.3 73.5 78.8 97.4 9.3% 7.2% 5.8% 
HDPE 3,207.2 3,372.9 3,555.3 4,333.3 5.2% 5.4% 5.1% 
PP 971.9 1,015.0 1,064.6 1,409.2 4.4% 4.9% 6.8% 
PVC 5,221.0 5,264.0 5,390.6 5,521.5 0.8% 2.4% 1.0% 
ABS 268.8 275.0 288.0 341.1 2.3% 4.7% 4.4% 
PA 72.1 74.7 77.1 87.9 3.6% 3.2% 3.3% 
TOTAL 9,942.7 10,212.8 10,595.2 11,953.6 2.7% 3.7% 3.2%  

Polymer demand for profile extrusion 

Units: 000 Tonnes 2015 2016 2017 2021 
CAGR 
15-16 

CAGR 
16-17 

CAGR 
16-21 

HDPE 4.4 4.5 4.7 5.3 2.3% 4.4% 3.3% 
PP 20.1 20.8 21.5 24.3 3.6% 3.1% 3.1% 
PVC 5,753.6 5,886.7 6,031.9 7,254.4 2.3% 2.5% 4.3% 
GP HIPS 0.9 0.9 1.0 1.2 0.0% 10.1% 5.9% 
PA 17.5 18.3 19.3 22.5 4.8% 5.1% 4.2% 
POM 61.7 65.2 68.7 83.8 5.7% 5.4% 5.1% 
TOTAL 5,858.2 5,996.5 6,147.1 7,391.4 2.4% 2.5% 4.3%  

Pipe extrusion by country 

Units: 000 Tonnes 2015 2016 2017 2021 
CAGR 
15-16 

CAGR 
16-17 

CAGR 
16-21 

China 6,142.9 6,309.1 6,585.0 7,476.2 2.7% 4.4% 3.5% 
Japan 718.2 727.2 733.2 755.2 1.3% 0.8% 0.8% 
North Korea 14.7 14.9 15.2 16.1 1.6% 1.9% 1.5% 
South Korea 727.7 744.3 762.5 843.8 2.3% 2.4% 2.5% 
Taiwan 348.9 357.8 368.7 403.6 2.5% 3.1% 2.4% 
Australia 100.5 101.6 102.3 107.0 1.1% 0.7% 1.0% 
Indonesia 498.9 517.7 535.7 625.1 3.8% 3.5% 3.8% 

Suppliers of polymers, compounds and masterbatch 
looking for market intelligence on the size and structure of demand in 
order to understand where the market opportunities lie and develop 
appropriate strategies.

Plastic processors requiring market data and intelligence to 
support business planning or investment projects.

Manufacturers of machinery and equipment for the 
plastics processing industry who need to understand the size and scale 
of processing activity to know where to focus sales and marketing 
strategies.

Investors and business analysts who follow manufacturing 
industries and want to keep up to date with the trends shaping the 
plastics processing industry.

Methodology
AMI Consulting Data Reports are based on AMI’s own proprietary 
statistical databases built up from over 30 years of research and analysis 
of the global plastics industry.

This is then further supplemented by primary research to cross check 
and refine the data. AMI Consulting has built its data from a unique 
combination of bottom up (interviews with primary processors) and top 
down (interviews with raw material suppliers and compounders) along 
with analysis of GDP, population size, manufacturing output, etc., in order 
to reach its assessment of the size and structure of polymer demand 
within each country.

Due to its extensive background knowledge and understanding of 
plastics processing, AMI Consulting is highly successful in engaging 
industry participants in detailed discussions in order to gain unique 
market insights and thanks to its long-standing research of plastics 
processing markets, can accurately model and predict market trends. 
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Order form
To purchase Polymer Demand in NAFTA please complete the form below  
and return it to Fergus Mooney at AMI: fergus.mooney@ami.international  
or fax to: +44 (0)117 311 1534

Prices might be subject to exchange rate fluctuations - check our website for 
latest prices

Select version required:

Hard copy report only       US$ 3,000 / €2,500 

Hard copy + PDF (Enterprise-wide license)        US$ 4,500 / €3,600

Select currency:  $      €         Amount to pay:  

By ordering this report (please tick these boxes);

      I agree to AMI’s privacy policy (www.ami.international/about/legal)    

      I agree to AMI’s Terms & Conditions (www.ami.international/about/tac)

We will not sell your personal data to any 3rd parties, and we will not keep your 
personal data for longer than is necessary.

Your details

Name: 

Position: 

Email: 

Company: 

Address:  

VAT Registration No:  

(all companies within the EU must quote their VAT numbers)

Telephone No:   Fax:  

Company Activity:  

Signature:   Date: 

Payment details

Please tick box for desired payment option. You will be sent an invoice in  
7-14 working days.

     US Dollar Payments Bank transfer quoting: Your Invoice and A/C No. or 
‘Applied Market Information Ltd.- Polymer Demand in NAFTA’ to: 
National Westminster Bank Plc,Thornbury Branch, 16 The Plain, Thornbury, 
Bristol BS99 5HD 
Account number: 140 0 034 20760 Bank No. 55 61 38 
IBAN: GB62 NWBK 6073 0103 420760 SWIFT: NWBKGB2L

     Euro Payments Bank transfer quoting: Your Invoice and A/C No. or ‘ 
Applied Market Information Ltd. - Polymer Demand in NAFTA’ to: 
National Westminster Bank Plc. Thornbury Branch, 16 the Plain, Thornbury, 
Bristol, BS99 5HD 
Account number: 06814077 Bank No. 556138 
IBAN: GB63 NWBK 6072 0306 8140 77 SWIFT: NWBKGB2L

     Pay by Credit Card

We accept: Visa / Mastercard / Maestro/ JCB 
Please provide your contact details and we will send you a link to a secure 
payment gateway via email.

Name: 

Email:   

Terms and 
conditions
The report can be supplied as a hard copy 
report only or with a pdf for site-wide or 
enterprise-wide use. Pricing is as follows:

Currency                 USD         EUR

Hard copy report only: 3,000 2,500

Hard copy + PDF 4,500 3,600 
with enterprise-wide license

AMI Consulting’s data reports are the result 
of many years of research and analysis of the 
plastics industry and as such are protected 
by international copyright law. The hard copy 
of the report may be stored in a company 
library or archive for use by personnel within 
that organisation. If purchasing a hard copy 
only, it may not be reproduced, copied 
or stored within an electronic retrieval 
system. Users requiring to use the report in 
electronic format should apply for site-wide 
or enterprise-wide license depending on 
their need.

Products supplied digitally are licensed and 
the purchaser is responsible for ensuring 
that license terms are adhered to. The PDF is 
supplied watermarked with the company and 
purchasers name. The terms of the license 
agreements are as follows:

Site license: The PDF is supplied for the 
purchaser’s use within a single geographic 
location. The PDF may be stored on the 
company’s local area network as long as 
the network is limited to one physical site. 
The PDF is supplied printable, non-editable, 
non-copyable. The PDF must not be emailed 
outside of the location, posted to the internet 
or disseminated in any form outside of the 
site location.

Enterprise-wide license: The PDF is supplied 
for use by all employees of a single 
organisation. The PDF may be stored on a 
enterprise-wide intranet. The PDF is supplied 
printable, non-editable, non-copyable. 
The PDF must not be emailed outside of 
the organisation, posted to the internet or 
disseminated in any form to any persons not 
employed by the organisation.

AMI Consulting

This report has been compiled by AMI 
Consulting, the consulting division of 
Applied Market Information Ltd., which 
is constantly monitoring and analysing 
trends in the global plastics markets. AMI 
Consulting can offer a range of business 
services and analysis to the plastics industry. 
For further information please see our 
website.
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