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AMI anticipates that global demand for plastics will continue to increase, but 

how much virgin resin demand will be substituted by recyclate?

The European Commission’s (EC) sustainability agenda is spearheading the 

global approach to plastics in a circular economy.  Other regions around 

the world are following Europe’s example and implementing their own 

sustainability legislation. 

Within the EC’s 2030 vision, all plastic packaging being placed on the market

will be reusable or easily recycled. In order to meet the ambitious target

of 55% of plastic packaging to be recycled, the EC envisages sorting and

recycling capacity to have quadrupled by 2030.

Consequently, improved sorting and separation, along with investment in

innovation, skills and capacity, will result in the export of poorly sorted plastic

waste being phased out. In tandem with the expansion of capacity, the

demand for recycled plastic is expected to have grown four-fold.

The recycling industry is a dynamic segment with a complex value chain and

evolving operating environment. Developments in mechanical and chemical

recycling technology are changing the shape of the plastics industry as we

know it. These industries have become the focal point for capital investments,

vertical and horizontal acquisition initiatives, as well as strategic geographical

expansion.

Drawing on 35 years of insight, AMI are uniquely well placed to analyse and

forecast changes to global plastics markets. Our market reports, databases,

events and digital magazines allow you to keep ahead of the latest regulatory

changes, material and technological developments as well as the 

opportunities and threats shaping plastics industry dynamics.

Connecting you with the  
plastics recycling and  
sustainability industries



MARKET INTELLIGENCE SERVICES 

Providing strategic insights 

Use our insight and expertise to help you navigate, innovate and grow your 
business with trusted, high quality information. Choose from a series of 
authoritative reports, forecasts and in-depth analysis drawn from proprietary 
research and a unique, extensive plastic processor database.

The plastics industry has never been under the spotlight to such an extent as it is today. Sustainability is ever 
more relevant across all societies and geographies and as a result, plastics waste is at the forefront of many 
regional and national policy debates in the drive towards a more circular global economy. Accordingly, the 
issue of waste is on the policy agenda of national governments around the globe, with new policies and 
legislation bringing new targets for the recycling of plastics. AMI calculate that currently over 36 million 
tonnes of recyclate is produced globally each year. Although PET has the highest capture rate of waste, PE 
makes up the largest volumes of recyclate production. All regions (other than South East Asia) are expected 
to see an increase in recycling capacity by 2030, contributing to global capacity of over 80 million tonnes by 
2030.

www.ami.international/plastics-recycling

Get a better understanding of the complex web of value chain relationships, 
from feedstock suppliers and technology and equipment providers to 
processors and end users of chemically recycled polymers. This report 
offers a unique approach to providing industry transparency by combining 
an interactive Microsoft Excel® file presenting site and capacity information 
together with a presentation of the complex web of company relationships 
across the value chain. Background to chemical recycling technologies and 
concepts, as well as information about the industry’s operating environment 
and growth drivers is also provided.  
Find out more

MARKET REPORTS 
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Chemical  
Recycling  
Global Status 2022 

Gain a comprehensive analysis of the whole waste plastics value chain along 
with the market for recycled commodity polymers, with essential insights to 
understand trends, address industry challenges and assess future growth 
potential within the region. Developments in mechanical recycling technology 
are changing the shape of the plastics recycling industry and increasing the 
ability to recover more plastics in a closed-loop, helping to retain maximum 
value. In tandem with developments in recycling technology the quality of 
recyclate is increasing but there are still major challenges in the supply of 
consistent quality recyclates. This study looks at the flows of plastic waste and 
recyclate to enable an analysis of the supply and demand balance, along with  
an evaluation of current and forecast capacity requirements in Europe.   
Find out more

Mechanical  
Plastics Recycling 
Industry  
Europe 2022  
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MARKET REPORTS (continued)
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The Recycling  
of Agricultural  
Films  
Europe 2022

Recycling capacity needs to be modernised and extended, and solutions have 
to be found to overcome the challenges, especially in the recycling of flexible 
polyolefin films, and flexible plastic packaging in particular. The industry is 
dynamic and characterised by fresh ideas and new developments aiming to 
achieve the ambitious recycling targets set by the EU and to meet the growing 
demand for recycled polymers. It thus presents a multitude of opportunities for 
innovation and investments in a growing industry sector. This report quantifies 
the market for the recycling of flexible polyolefin films, analysing the supply 
and demand balance, along with an evaluation of current capacity in Europe. A 
detailed review of the end use applications for recyclate is also provided.  
Find out more

The Recycling  
of Flexible  
Polyolefin Films 
Europe 2021

The agricultural films segment, while accounting for a relatively small share of 
the overall volume of flexible polyolefin films utilised each year, offers potential 
for improving collection of post-use films and thus increasing the recycling rate. 
This sector can therefore play a role in increasing available recycling feedstock 
volumes at a time when demand is developing faster than supply, against a 
backdrop of growing demand for recycled polymers. This authoritative report 
provides an independent quantitative and qualitative analysis of the current 
status of the European agricultural films recycling industry together with 
forecasts of where the industry will go in the future.
Find out more

The recycling of plastics has become a global industry, one that is developing 
rapidly. This report details current trends and future recyclate production 
forecasts in a rapidly changing environmental sector. Current recycling 
capacities and utilisation rates are given by region along with a supply and 
demand balance using AMI’s 35 years’ experience and unique data. The analysis
features key polymers used around the world (PE, PP, PVC, PET and PS) captured
via the different waste streams of municipal and commercial, production scrap
and other. Further added-value is given by a detailed review of the end-use 
applications including rigid packaging, flexible packaging, automotive, building 
and construction etc. and their potential to absorb recyclate in the future.   
Find out more

Mechanical  
Plastics Recycling 
Industry  
Global 2020  
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Our recycling databases help you to navigate through the industry and understand 
recycling capabilities and where they are located. The recycling databases are a 
practical tool to enhance sales planning, identify potential acquisition targets and 
inform competitive benchmarking.  

You can also choose specific extracts from the database 
including: 

• Recyclers of Plastic Bottles in Europe

• Recyclers of Packaging Film in Europe

• Suppliers of PE Recyclate in Europe

• Suppliers of PET Recyclate in Europe

This unique dataset features more than 1,300 mechanical recyclers of plastics in Europe and Turkey. Each 
record includes information on source of waste, contamination level, original application, polymers recycled, 

technologies and the reprocessed products manufactured.

Get a free sample database now: sales@ami.international
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DATABASES

www.ami.international/plastics-recycling

For us, AMI 
databases are very 
useful, especially to 
contact clients in new 
markets.”  

Marketing Manager, 
REPSOL, S.A

Plastics Recyclers in Europe and Turkey
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Covering all major topics, including the latest technology for shredding, separation, 
washing, sorting, processing, filtration, compounding, pelletising, plus additives, 
inspection and ancillaries, it is a must read for anyone involved in the conversion of 
plastics waste to recycled polymers.

Visit www.plasticsrecyclingworld.com to see the latest issue, subscribe for free, 
download the Plastics Recycling World App or to find out about our cost-effective 
advertisement packages.

EVENTS 

Making the right connections 
Connect with key players and thought leaders from across the plastics recycling 
supply chain. Debate recycling technology and material science innovations with 
industry leaders that are pushing ambitious sustainability goals and industry-wide 
collaboration.  

Whilst all our events promote recycling and sustainability initiatives, our flagship recycling events include:  

MAGAZINES 

Staying in touch 

See our full list of events at www.ami.international/events

Note: Information correct at time of publishing.

Chemical Recycling Global Insight 2022, is an online publication 
providing an overview of chemical recycling, its contribution to  
plastics circularity, and some of the companies making headway  
in this fast-growing sector.

Download your free copy of 
Chemical Recycling Global Insight 2022

Chemical Recycling
14-15 June 2022
Cologne, Germany
Exploring the potential of chemical 
or advanced recycling to turn waste 
plastics into new materials

Plastics Recycling 
Technology 
13-15 September 2022
Vienna, Austria 
Exploring the future of plastics 
recycling -  new ways to boost 
productivity, quality and profitability

Recycling Flexible 
Packaging
13-14 December 2022
Cologne, Germany
Creating circularity through increased 
recovery and recycling of ‘hard to 
recycle’ flexible packaging

Chemical Recycling
21-22 March 2023
Houston, TX, USA
Exploring the potential of advanced 
recycling techniques in North America 
to convert waste plastics into new 
materials

www.ami.international/plastics-recycling

November 9 - 10, 2022 

Cleveland, Ohio

14 - 15 June 2023 

Messe Essen, Germany
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MEET OUR EXPERTS

Elizabeth Carroll, Consultant – Recycling and Sustainability 
Elizabeth is an experienced researcher who joined AMI in 2010. Elizabeth has championed the development of 
AMI’s recycling and sustainability data and insight products and services. She has delivered several high value 
strategic reports as well as bespoke consultancy within the recycling and sustainability plastics arena, servicing 
AMI’s extensive client requirements. In addition to consulting and research services, Elizabeth has been a keynote 
speaker and major contributor to the development of AMI’s events and expo offerings in the field of recycling and 
sustainability.    
elizabeth.carroll@ami.international 

Silke Einschuetz, Consultant – Recycling and Sustainability
Silke is an economist with 20 years of experience in strategic research and consulting. Resource economics and 
the transition towards a circular economy have been key areas of her academic and professional interest. In her 
previous roles she had been involved in several high-profile bespoke consultancy projects focusing on sustainability 
initiatives in a corporate environment. Having joined AMI in 2020, she is applying her experience to the 
development of AMI’s recycling and sustainability portfolio, focusing on recycling of flexible plastics. Her exposure 
with the industry includes keynote speaking at AMI’s specialist sustainability related events.   
silke.einschuetz@ami.international 

Dr. Hanne Jones,  Consultant, Business Unit Manager
Hanne is an experienced consulting professional with a Phd in chemical engineering and chemistry. For the past 13 years 
she has worked as a consultant within the chemical industry, with the focus on polymers and specialty chemicals. She 
has conducted dozens of multi- and single-client studies covering markets such as paints and coatings, adhesives and 
sealants, thermal insulation materials, and, above all, various aspects of the polyurethane industry. Hanne joined AMI in 
2020 and has been a major contributor to the strategic development of AMI’s chemical recycling industry insights.  Her 
exposure with the industry includes keynote speaking at AMI’s specialist sustainability related events.  
hanne.jones@ami.international

Martyna Fong, Head of Consulting
With extensive experience in research and consultancy in FMCG and downstream plastics markets, Martyna has a 
comprehensive understanding of the value chain and commercial factors that influence market dynamics, all in the 
context of sustainability driven initiatives. Having joined AMI in 2011, Martyna has led the development of AMI’s 
market leading expertise in rigid packaging markets. Martyna is now actively driving the rapid expansion of AMI’s 
Packaging and Recycling portfolio focusing on strategic new products and service development to address the 
growing demand from AMI’s client base to assist them in meeting their sustainability goals.   
martyna.fong@ami.international

David Eldridge, Editor - Plastics Recycling World Magazine 
David is an experienced journalist who has written for and edited a range of leading international publications over the 
past 30 years, including Plastics Recycling World, Injection World, European Plastics News, PRW, Metal Bulletin and 
Petroleum Economist. He has been editor of Plastics Recycling World magazine since its launch in 2017 and he plays 
an active role in AMI’s conferences and expos for the plastics recycling market.  
david.eldridge@ami.international

Alexandra Tomczyk, Research Analyst
Alex has formal training in event management and an MSc in Sustainability. She started at AMI in 2019 as a conference 
producer, and joined the consulting team in 2022. Alex works on polymer demand, with focus on engineering polymers. 
She continues to produce conference programmes for Plastics Recycling Technology and Ocean Plastic. 
alexandra.tomczyk@ami.international

Olivia Poole, Conference Producer
Olivia has a master’s degree in Chemistry and international event planning experience. Since joining AMI in 2019, she has 
produced a number of programmes for technical events as well as launching the Chemical Recycling event portfolio. She 
utilises her background in science and research to engage with the market and discover new developments, allowing her 
to create industry-relevant and dynamic conference programmes. Her goal is to provide a forum for experts to discuss 
key topics and encourage discussions on sustainability issues across different industry sectors. 
olivia.poole@ami.international

Chemical Recycling
14-15 June 2022
Cologne, Germany
Exploring the potential of chemical 
or advanced recycling to turn waste 
plastics into new materials

Plastics Recycling 
Technology 
13-15 September 2022
Vienna, Austria 
Exploring the future of plastics 
recycling -  new ways to boost 
productivity, quality and profitability

Recycling Flexible 
Packaging
13-14 December 2022
Cologne, Germany
Creating circularity through increased 
recovery and recycling of ‘hard to 
recycle’ flexible packaging

Chemical Recycling
21-22 March 2023
Houston, TX, USA
Exploring the potential of advanced 
recycling techniques in North America 
to convert waste plastics into new 
materials
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Third Floor  
One Brunswick Square  
Bristol BS2 8PE 
United Kingdom

UK/ +44 (0) 117 924 9442 
USA/ +1 610 478 0800  
E/ sales@ami.international
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